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so that adventurous deeds had given birth to the boldest
thoughts. Between night and morning the round ball of
our planet upon which man had so long dwelt but which
hitherto had been a terra incognita to him, circling un-
known through the stellar universe, had become a
reality which any intelligent fellow might explore; the
oceans, until then accepted as a wide expanse of blue
water wrapped in mystery, had become a place of
measurable elements highly serviceable to the human
kind. European daring all at once found a natural vent
in the ceaseless, the breathless race for the discovery of
the cosmos. Every time the guns of Cadiz or of Lisbon
greeted a homeward-bound galleon, an inquisitive crowd
would gather round the harbour in order to learn of
freshly discovered lands, to be told about strange birds,
beasts, and men, and to be shown these wonders; with
awe they gazed upon the amazing freights of silver and
of gold; and into every corner of Europe news was carried
informing the peoples that, thanks to the heroism and
intelligence of these same peoples, Europe had become
the focus and ruler of the whole earth; almost at the
same time Copernicus was exploring the stellar universe;
and all these fresh items of knowledge spread rapidly
(owing to the recently acquired art of book-printing)
into the towns and even into the remotest hamlets. Thus,
for the first time in many centuries, Europe achieved a
collective life that brought happiness and well-being to
her peoples. Within the compass of one generation, the
fundamental elements of human philosophy, the whole
concept of space and time, took on another aspect and
another value. The only other epoch comparable with
this turn of the century is our own, with its sudden
diminution of space and time by means of the telephone,
wireless, automobile, and aircraft, through its abrupt
change in the rhythm of life by discoveries and inven-
tions.
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